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SIGNS/GRAPHICS:
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To know Him ..  And make Him known

As you spend time with us here on our website, getting to know us, looking into what we have to offer you – you will most likely conclude that we are a small church.  ..  We are. There is no need to try to hide that fact.  Where we gather is a small, brick church building on Lincoln Road.  And, we are currently a small congregation of less than 25 on regular Sundays.
BUT ..  We have a big heart for the Lord, a big desire to know Him and make Him known, a big faith in a big God who can do big things in us and through us.

Quote: From a small seed, a mighty trunk may grow.



(Aeschylus)

Quote: Small deeds done, are better than great deeds planned.



(Peter Marshall)

Quote: Small in size, mighty in Spirit
Quote: Small, with a strong foundation

But, God has been encouraging us to focus on the quality of all who attend, and not the quantity.  Of course, we want to grow in number – because that would mean that xxxxxx. We are also encouraged in knowing  The work of completing the Great Commission is traced to the first gathering of believers and the Call has not changed.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer…. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:42, 47).

Acts 2:42-47
The early church within a community would have been a small group of Christ-followers who devoted themselves to fellowship, belonging, remembering Christ, and growing in their relationship with God and each other.  They were a family who prayed together, studied God’s word together, and tended to the needs of the church and of others. 
WHO WE ARE
 (INSERT/CHANGE:  Bible-based, Christ-centered, Mission-minded)
WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF CHRIST-CENTERED, MISSION-FOCUSED CONGREGATIONS SENDING OUR PEOPLE INTO THEIR WORLD WITH THE GOSPEL, A PEOPLE OF HOPE AND BLESSING, MAKING DISCIPLES.

Live, Love, Lead like Jesus (welcoming party for the kingdom of God)

A little church with a big heart: 

Great Command, Great Commission

Matthew 22:36-40 New International Version (NIV)
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’[a] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Matthew 28:16-20 New International Version (NIV)
The Great Commission
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Wanted:


Mature Christians ready to serve


Tenderhearted & Teachable Believers wanting to learn


Hurting, Helpless, Hopeless individuals needing the Lord


Those who sit in darkness, the lost and wayward souls,  seeking the Light of truth

Welcome To Our Official Church Website

Our prayer is that you will be blessed and strengthened by the power of Jesus, and that you will live a life of abundance in fellowship, joy and liberty. Community church is here for you. It is not just a church; it is a fellowship of believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord, and to celebrate Jesus as King. We study the Word, practice what we learn, and in the process grow together. May God richly bless you! May the Lord bless you and keep you! We hope to see you soon!

 

From Remnant Church

Our church believes the only truth that brings lasting fulfillment, clear purpose, and true joy is this: God made all people to glorify him and enjoy him forever. God made us for himself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in him.

From Friends of Ministry

To create an effective website, promote and build on your strengths. Focus on inspiring teaching or the wonderful intimacy of small gatherings; on the opportunity to make a big difference in the life of a small church; or on the church’s commitment to serving people who have had a hard time fitting in elsewhere. Let your true light shine, and those who are meant to find your church will find it irresistible.

(From Covenant Life)

Church Activities

We pride ourselves in building a community that loves spending time together at church, in service to our community and world, and in our fun times of simply playing together. Our activities are geared at connecting you with other people and experiencing the love of God in an environment where all are welcome.

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU VISIT
Answer these questions:
When should I arrive?

Where should I go?

What should I wear?

What are my childcare options?

What will I experience?  (environment and normal worship service)
New Here?

At Church of Christ, we're always excited to welcome new visitors. We hope you'll join us for a service, and we want to make your visit as comfortable as possible. Here's what you can expect when you come to either our 9:00 or 10:30 a.m. service.

Our church is located at 1 Main St., and parking is located behind the church. If you have mobility restrictions or young children to carry, feel free to use one of the spots closest to the door. We like to keep them free for visitors and people who need assistance.

Please don't worry about what you'll wear to church, for we truly believe people should come to God as they are. You don't need to dress up to get his approval--that comes through Jesus' sacrifice. Once you walk in the doors, you'll see that the congregation has all types of people in all kinds of dress. While a few people in the church wear ties, others like to remind them that Jesus never wore a tie. Shorts are as welcome as suits, and you'll see both.

When you walk in, find one of our greeters and introduce yourself. They're usually stationed at the doors and Welcome Desk, and they'll show you where everything is. They'll help you find the nursery and Sunday school rooms if you have kids. Our greeters can also point you to the restrooms, sanctuary and fellowship area. If you have any questions about the service itself, the greeters are able to provide helpful answers.

Be sure to hang around after the service and join us for coffee. You'll have a chance to meet our pastor and many other people in the church. We'd also love to get to know you so you're a familiar face the next time you come.

Contact Us Info                                     Service Times                                           Map

STEVE’S BOX

What to expect

· You will notice we have not dress code.  Come as you are.

· All are welcome regardless of age or race

· We enjoy worship.  Hand clapping, raised hands and a good hearty "Praise the Lord" are common.

· God's word is of utmost importance.  We teach verse by verse

· Prayer is one of the primary works of God's people, therefore we devote our entire Wednesday service to seeking HIM.

Worship (hymns, contemp), Teaching, Prayer, Communion (once a month), Acceptance, Casual environment
Should service times and directions be on this page? (google map, driving directions)
 PASTOR & LEADERS

A BRIEF HISTORY

WHAT WE BELIEVE
We Believe fellowship with like-minded believers is vital for strength, growth and victory in the Lord.  So we provide opportunities for believers to get together for Bible study, prayer, meals and recreation in both large and small groups.

​
We Believe the only true basis of Christian fellowship is Christ's love, which is greater than the differences we possess, and without which we have no right to claim ourselves Christians.

​
We Believe worship of God should be spiritual.  Therefore, we remain flexible and yielded to the leading of the Holy Spirit to direct our worship.

​
We Believe worship of God should be inspirational.  Therefore, we give a great place to music in our worship.

​
We Believe worship of God should be intelligent.  Therefore, our services are designed with great emphasis upon teaching of the Word of God that He might instruct us how He should be worshiped.

​
We Believe worship of God should be fruitful.  Therefore, we look for His love in our lives as the supreme manifestation that we have been truly worshipping Him.

Foundation of the Christian Faith:  Bible, God, Man, Sin, Jesus, Salvation, Spirit, Sanctification, the Church, Future, Glorification
OUR CORE VALUES & STATEMENT OF FAITH

Core Values

We embrace the C&MA Statement of Faith and share the Core Values of The Alliance, believing that our mission-central objectives are critical to all we are and do. Thus, we seek to embody in all dimensions of our community life these seven Core Values:

· 1. Lost people matter to God. He wants them found. Luke 19:10

· 2. Prayer is the primary work of the people of God. Philippians 4:6-7

· 3. Everything we have belongs to God. We are His stewards. 1 Chronicles 29:14

· 4. Knowing and obeying God’s Word is fundamental to all true success. Joshua 1:8

· 5. Completing the Great Commission will require the mobilization of every fully devoted disciple. Matthew 28:19

· 6. Without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, we can accomplish nothing. 1 Corinthians 2:4-5

· 7. Achieving God’s purposes means taking faith-filled risks. This always involves change. Hebrews 11:6

Lost People

· Lost people matter to God. He wants them found.

In the formative years of our movement, the Holy Spirit instilled within A. B. Simpson a passion to reach people with no knowledge of Jesus Christ in his “Jerusalem” and around the world. That passion still lives within The Alliance today.

Prayer

· Prayer is the primary work of God’s people.

We believe that nothing of lasting value can be done unless it is bathed in prayer. So passionate was his belief that prayer undergirds all ministry, Alliance founder A. B. Simpson was compelled to create a prayer league to focus on the world’s evangelization. He believed that the Prayer Alliance would “prove to be the mightiest force in the spread of missions;” that force still drives The Alliance today.

Stewardship

· Everything we have belongs to God. We are His stewards.

This core value is intrinsic to the nature and structure of The Alliance—we teach and practice the blessing and effectiveness of the faith principle of giving as Scripture encourages us to remember that it’s not the amount of money we have or how much we give—it’s recognizing that everything we have comes from God (Luke 21:1â€“4).

God’s Word

· Knowing and obeying God’s Word is fundamental to all true success.

If The Alliance had a “life application” verse, it would be Matthew 28:19: Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit—AKA The Great Commission!

But the next verse is equally important: “. . . and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”
Great Commission

· Completing the Great Commission will require the mobilization of every fully devoted disciple.

In The Christian and Missionary Alliance the first priority of every minister, congregation, and believer is to work for the evangelization of the world.

Healthy churches producing healthy disciples devoted to reaching lost people—this is what will hasten the completion of the Great Commission and the return of Jesus Christ.

Empowered

· Without the Holy Spirit’s empowerment, we can accomplish nothing.

The Apostle Paul said, My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power (1 Corinthians 2:4â€“5). This is the fiber of our being as believers and the sixth of our Alliance core values.

Faith-Filled Risk

· Achieving God’s purposes means taking faith-filled risks. This always involves change.

For more than a century, Alliance workers have braved harsh and dangerous territory—often at great personal risk—to take the good news of Jesus to a lost world. These workers experienced this Alliance Core Value—“Achieving God’s purposes means taking faith-filled risks. This always involves change.” Because of the selfless dedication of Alliance workers who were willing to lay down their lives for the gospel, entire people groups now know Jesus.

Statement of Faith

How do you live your life so authentically that there is no question about what you believe? Some people call it their creed, others call it dogma or position. Basically, doctrine is the bedrock on which you build your beliefs—a body or system of teachings relating to a particular subject.

What The Alliance believes about God, how He relates to us, and how we relate to Him is foundational in its teachings. The Alliance wholeheartedly serves God and the people of His world, based soundly on the Bible. We live and die by these words and believe they bring the only life worth living—one wholly committed to the King Jesus.

Our Statement of Faith

There is one God,(1) who is infinitely perfect,(2) existing eternally in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.(3)
Jesus Christ is the true God and the true man.(4) He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.(5) He died upon the cross, the Just for the unjust,(6) as a substitutionary sacrifice,(7) and all who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood.(8) He arose from the dead according to the Scriptures.(9) He is now at the right hand of Majesty on high as our great High Priest.(10) He will come again to establish His kingdom, righteousness and peace.(11)
The Holy Spirit is a divine person,(12) sent to indwell, guide, teach, empower the believer,(13) and convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.(14)
The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given, were verbally inspired by God and are a complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men. They constitute the divine and only rule of Christian faith and practice.(15)
Man was originally created in the image and likeness of God:(16) he fell through disobedience, incurring thereby both physical and spiritual death. All men are born with a sinful nature,(17) are separated from the life of God, and can be saved only through the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ.(18) The portion of the unrepentant and unbelieving is existence forever in conscious torment;(19) and that of the believer, in everlasting joy and bliss.(20)
Salvation has been provided through Jesus Christ for all men; and those who repent and believe in Him are born again of the Holy Spirit, receive the gift of eternal life, and become the children of God.(21)
It is the will of God that each believer should be filled with the Holy Spirit and be sanctified wholly,(22) being separated from sin and the world and fully dedicated to the will of God, thereby receiving power for holy living and effective service.(23) This is both a crisis and a progressive experience wrought in the life of the believer subsequent to conversion.(24)
Provision is made in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ for the healing of the mortal body.(25) Prayer for the sick and anointing with oil are taught in the Scriptures and are privileges for the Church in this present age.(26)
The Church consists of all those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, are redeemed through His blood, and are born again of the Holy Spirit. Christ is the Head of the Body, the Church, (27) which has been commissioned by Him to go into all the world as a witness, preaching the gospel to all nations.(28) The local church is a body of believers in Christ who are joined together for the worship of God, for edification through the Word of God, for prayer, fellowship, the proclamation of the gospel, and observance of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.(29)
There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the former, a resurrection unto life;(30) for the latter, a resurrection unto judgment.(31)
The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent(32) and will be personal, visible, and premillennial.(33) This is the believer’s blessed hope and is a vital truth which is an incentive to holy living and faithful service.(34)
[1] Deuteronomy 6:4, [2] Matthew 5:48, [3] Matthew 28:19, [4] Philippians 2:6â€“11, [5] Luke 1:34â€“38, [6] 1 Peter 3:18, [7] Hebrews 2:9, [8]Romans 5:9, [9] Acts 2:23â€“24, [10] Hebrews 8:1, [11] Matthew 26:64, [12] John 14:15â€“18, [13] John 16:13; Acts 1:8, [14] John 16:7â€“11, [15] 2 Peter 1:20â€“21; 2 Timothy 3:15â€“16, [16] Genesis 1:27, [17] Romans 3:23, [18] 1 Corinthians15:20â€“23, [19] Revelation 21:8, [20] Revelation 21:1â€“4, [21] Titus 3:4â€“7, [22] 1 Thessalonians 5:23, [23] Acts 1:8, [24] Romans 6:1â€“14, [25] Matthew 8:16â€“17, [26] James 5:13â€“16, [27]Ephesians 1:22â€“23, [28] Matthew 28:19â€“20, [29] Acts 2:41â€“47, [30] 1 Corinthians 15:20â€“23, [31] John 5:28â€“29, [32] Hebrews 10:37, [33] Luke 21:27, [34] Titus 2:11â€“14
OUR DNA – C&MA SPIRITUAL CODE

What We Believe (C&MA – from FA Hendersonville)
CMA DNA — the spiritual code of The Alliance.
What we believe motivates and inspires us every day. We believe that Jesus is the Christ, God incarnate. Because lost people matter to God, He came in human form to sacrifice Himself, once for all, that we might not perish but have eternal life. This the the foundation of our belief structure—the spiritual DNA of The Alliance. Our family tree bears the fruit of the Deeper Life, Fourfold Gospel, and the “living out” of Alliance Core Values—all fueling our uncomprimising call to “go!” wherever and whenever God leads.

The Fourfold Gospel.  (create link)
 Alliance founder Dr. A. B. Simpson articulated the core “theology” of The Alliance. As we seek to know Jesus personally, being one with Him, He will reveal Himself as our Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King. Simpson called this theology the Fourfold Gospel, the Christological summary on which the spiritual DNA of The Christian and Missionary Alliance is built.

 The Great Commission. 
 Jesus’ last words before His glorious ascension into Heaven were given as a commission to His disciples. This Great Commission remains a command—a mandate—to every believer in Jesus Christ. His Great Commission is the Call of The Christian and Missionary Alliance.

 Our Core Values.  (create link)
 What we believe determines what we value, and what we value demonstrates how we live. The Alliance has developed seven Core Values that flow out of our passion for Jesus. These Core Values are the motivation behind the mission.

 Statement of Faith.  (create link)
 What The Alliance believes is foundational in its teachings about God and how He relates to us and how we relate to Him. Based on His written Word, the Bible, we are compelled to serve God and the people of His world. We live and die by these words, and believe they bring the only life worth living—one wholly committed to the King Jesus.

 Alliance Perspectives. 
 Discover why The Alliance is blessed as one of the world’s leaders in successful church-planting and missions initiatives. Throughout its history, The Alliance has been recognized by its scripturally grounded views on specific tenets of the Christian faith.
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The Fourfold Gospel
Alliance founder Dr. A. B. Simpson articulated the core “theology” of The Alliance. As we seek to know Jesus personally, being one with Him, He will reveal Himself as our Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King. Simpson called this theology the Fourfold Gospel, the Christological summary on which the spiritual DNA of The Christian and Missionary Alliance is built.
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JESUS CHRIST IS OUR SAVIOR.

The Name of Jesus has impacted lives around the world for more than 2,000 years. He is a universal Savior, promising that: “whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Jesus is an exclusive Savior. “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name in heaven given to men by which we must be saved” Acts 4:12. Contrary to what contemporary culture tells us, there are not multiple paths to God. There is only one—Jesus Christ

Learn More
JESUS CHRIST IS OUR SANCTIFIER.

Many Christians understand God’s promise of salvation but do not experience the ongoing sanctifying work of Jesus Christ in their lives. For those who neither understand nor allow the Holy Spirit's control in their lives, the results have a profound effect.

Unsuccessful struggle against sin and a lack of power in life and ministry frustrate those who have asked Jesus to be their Savior but not their Sanctifier, resulting in a lack of joy in their walk with Christ. At the point when we are born again, we become members of God’s family. We believe He paid the price for our sin and that his followers are—set apart from those are not born again—and are seen as holy because of what Christ has done.

Learn More
JESUS CHRIST IS OUR HEALER.

A great portion of Christ’s time was dedicated to healing the sick. He healed all kinds of people: the blind, the paralyzed, the lame, the deaf, lepers, those who had fevers, and many with chronic illnesses.

We find no record in the gospels of Jesus turning away anyone who came to him for healing, nor do we find that any disease was too difficult for him to heal. He even raised the dead. Miraculous healings still occur today—evidence that Christ is still our Healer.

Learn More
JESUS CHRIST IS OUR COMING KING.

The physical return of Jesus has been the subject of speculation and controversy since His ascension into the clouds, which is recorded in the New Testament Book of Acts. Knowing that countless millions still have not heard the gospel, The Alliance is committed to doing its part to complete Christ’s Great Commission before His imminent return.

Learn More
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE C&MA

C&MA Mission from Website (great videos and verbiage)

We will LOVE

We will PROCLAIM

We will REACH

We will LAUNCH

We desire to know Jesus as our Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King; 

and, to complete His Great Commission.

The Christian & Missionary alliance
The U.S. Alliance is part of a Christ-centered global movement more than 6 million strong.  Our Act 1.8 - inspired by Jesus' love and empowered by His Spirit - is passionate to bring the good news about Him to our neighborhoods and world.

WE:
· Are Christ centered

· Rely on His Spirit

· Are family

· Love our neighbors

· Love our world
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link to c&MA

C&MA history
When Alliance founder A. B. Simpson left a lucrative pastorate in New York City, he had a call from God to reach the lost masses both in New York and around the world. Prostitutes, longshoremen, and the homeless received the reconciliation message that all people are eligible for Christ’s amazing grace. He established the New York Gospel Tabernacle to bring likeminded people together into an organization that could facilitate outreach ministries. And he set up the Missionary Training Institute (MTI) to provide training and resources for men and women God was calling to take the gospel to the world.
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During that time, Simpson’s group sent out the first team of missionaries to the Congo in 1884. Since then, thousands of people have followed God’s call to serve Him through The Alliance in the United States and abroad. In 1974, The Christian and Missionary (C&MA) officially became a denomination, but it still had at its core a heart for overseas missions. Past Alliance president Dr. L. L. Kingsaid of the C&MA that it “was not established as a mission divorced from the normal activity of a church, but a church which had within it the life and function of a mission…. The mission came first and the church grew out of a mission.”

Today, the C&MA focuses on planting churches in the United States and overseas. More than 800 missionaries and workers minister in 50-plus countries planting churches and training national church leaders, providing relief and development assistance, medical and dental care, and microenterprise projects. Nearly 2,000 churches in the U.S. minister Christ’s love to their communities and cities.

Living the Call Together describes what The Alliance is and does—living out the preeminence of Jesus, fulfilling His Great Commission, in an alliance made of up of churches around the world.

The Founding Years (1887-1919)
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The C&MA grew out of the vision of Rev. A.B. Simpson, a Presbyterian pastor from Canada. Simpson believed that Christ was not only his Savior, but also hisSanctifier, and Healer through dramatic spiritual encounters that changed the direction of his life. Formed as a missionary society and not a denomination, early Alliance congregations were known as “branches” and were made up of members from most major denominations. Find out more about those early years where the movement began.

Sacrifice and Expansion (1919-1946)
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After Simpson’s death in 1919, Dr. Paul Rader, a dynamic evangelist and pastor, was chosen to lead the C&MA. During this era the “tabernacle strategy” became popular. C&MA tabernacles sprung up in many U.S. cities and in Canada. The Great Depression and World War II had an impact on The Christian and Missionary Alliance, though it did not deter its expansion to new mission fields. Discover how challenging times fueled the movement.

The Evangelical Era (1947-1974)
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Following World War II, many people began moving to the cities, and the C&MA continued to move forward. the tabernacles were exchange for traditional church buildings and many C&MA churches moved to the suburbs. In 1974 the C&MA officially declared itself to be a denomination, along with a sweeping restructuring of the organization. During this time, Dr. A.W. Tozer and Dr. Louis L. King greatly influenced The Alliance. Dr. King as head of the missionary effort began to implement the indigenous church policy—envisioning each national church of the C&MA as self-supporting, self-propagating, and self-governing entity. Learn more about the growth of the church both overseas and domestically.

The Missionary Church Era (1975-present)
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The C&MA in the U.S. and Canada became increasingly multicultural with the influx of refugees from Southeast Asia in the mid-1970s, and immigrants from many parts of the world. As ethnic churches were planted the awareness of a need for mission-sending congregations was never higher. Find out how The Alliance is answering the call to go and make disciples.

 

Key Figures in the C&MA

Listed below are four Alliance leaders who followed the Holy Spirit’s lead with reckless abandon in pursuit of Christ and His Kingdom. Read their stories and be inspired by God’s use of ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things.
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A. B. Simpson

Learn more about the founder of The C&MA.
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Robert Jaffray

What caused him to turn his back on fortune?

· [image: image11.jpg]



A. W. Tozer

Learn more about this pastor to pastors.
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L. L. King

Learn more about this statesman of the faith.

WHY WE EXIST
WE worship

WE study

WE serve

WE belong (to God, church body, community, world)

For the purpose of:

Spiritual growth – RU

Strengthen and prepare – RI

Support and care – RI

Develop and use spiritual gifts – 

Stewardship

Help meet needs within church body, community, world – RO

Provide a place of hope –

Pray, Give, Go  --

The Alliance Mission

 

Everyone has a mission. It’s what gives our lives purpose and what motivates us to roll out of bed each morning. In The Alliance, we are all about Jesus, and our mission is to fulfill His final request on this earth—The Great Commission. We also refer to it as the Call. We are people of action. But we know that completing our mission successfully requires a healthy blend of “being” and “doing.”

 

Being.

Sitting at Jesus’ feet, devoting ourselves to prayer and immersion in His Word radically transforms us. It also increases our hunger to go deeper in our relationship, to know Him as our Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King.

 

Doing.

Motivated by our love for Jesus, we are compelled to serve Him. Alliance Great Commission Ministries are the expression of our service to Jesus, the means by which we seek to complete the mission.

 

The Vision for Ministry

 

We believe that God’s instrument to complete this mission is His Church. That’s why we focus our efforts and resources into developing dynamic, healthy local churches—in the United States and across the world.

To accomplish the vision, we will develop healthy people (fully devoted followers of Christ), who will build these churches serving as ministry centers to successfully win the lost. Out of these ministry centers and churches will flow international workerscommitted to pushing back the darkness in areas where unengaged, unreached people groups abound.

The Church is God’s instrument to reach the lost.
The Birth of the Church

The work of completing the Great Commission is traced to the first gathering of believers and the Call has not changed.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer…. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:42, 47).

Key Ingredients

Healthy churches are typically filled with transformed, increasingly mature followers of Christ. This is why assisting believers to go deeper in their faith and equipping them to use their gifts and talents to win others to Him is such a high priority.

Following those first models of community, Alliance churches are committed to the growth of those in their care and modeling the nature of Jesus Christ both to the fellowship of believers and the community where they gather.

We have found several key ingredients that form an Acts 2 fellowship:

1. Quality Pastoral Care. Alliance pastors set the stage. Passionate to win the lost for Christ, they guide and counsel their respective flocks to go deeper in their love for Jesus, while training them to also be faithful stewards of the good news.

2. Devotion to Disciplemaking. Strengthening believers—at every age level, and from every walk of life—to know and love Jesus as Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King and to complete His Great Commission is fundamental to Alliance church ministry.

3. Fervent Evangelism. A mature, transformed disciple is passionate to reach the lost with the good news. Alliance fellowships offer community outreach and short-term missions opportunities. A good litmus test for a healthy Body of believers is when they actively send—and support—career missionaries.

4. Church Planting. A natural outgrowth of a vibrant fellowship is to birth like-minded fellowships.

5. Mobilizing the Fellowship. A church body that is inspired, equipped, and resourced to reach the nations is vital to completing The Great Commission. This can be accomplished through the church's annual missions event or quarterly missions emphasis. For more information please contact your district missions mobilizer or the Global Link Office.

6. Partnering with the Worker. A church body that is led by a "vision-caster" facilitates strategic relationships between North American Alliance churches and Alliance workers, people or projects overseas.

Mixed with a heavy outpouring of the Holy Sprit, these ingredients make for a winning Kingdom recipe—completion of the Great Commission.

The mission of BCCC is to promote the true worship of God our Father, to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to establish believers in the faith and to equip them for ministry, to provide fellowship for believers, and to teach the fulness of Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.

WORSHIP

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.(John 4:23)

Therefore we teach the saints how to worship in spirit and in truth, and our worship services are planned so as to allow believers the freedom to worship and praise God in the Spirit and according to the Truth.

(corporately: preaching, teaching, studying, singing, praying, observing baptism and communion, giving  … 
 personally: studying, singing, praying, serving, yielding, obeying, giving) 

EVANGELISM

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. (Mark 16:15)  We believe this is the Great Commission. Therefore:


+ we seek to preach the gospel to the lost in York


+ we seek to train believers to share their faith


+ we pray regularly for missionaries and their work


+ we raise money for the support of missionaries


+ we encourage saints to pray, give and go as God leads


+ we pray for God to call our sons and daughters into the mission field

DISCIPLESHIP

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you  (Matt 28.19, 20)

Therefore, we teach the whole Bible. We also disciple new believers by teaching them basic doctrine, how to study the Bible, how to walk with Jesus Christ, and how to serve Him.

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:   (Ephesians 4.11-12)

Therefore we seek to equip the saints by:


+ teaching about, praying for, and allowing spiritual gifts to be manifested among us


+ training believers to minister as God leads them


+ encouraging good works and ministry in and out of the church

FELLOWSHIP

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  (Acts 2:42)  

We believe fellowship with like-minded believers is important for strength, growth, and joy. Therefore:


+ we strongly encourage all the saints to attend all the services


+ we provide opportunities for fellowship in large and small groups


+ we continually encourage the fellowship of believers

HOLY SPIRIT

He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.  (John 16:14) 

We believe the fulness of Jesus Christ can only be experienced when Christians are full of and walking in the Holy Spirit. Therefore:


+ we teach the fulness of Christ in the Four Fold Gospel - Christ our Savior, Sanctifier, Healer, and Coming King.


+ we teach and encourage the ministry of the Holy Spirit


+ we encourage believers to be filled with the Holy Spirit


+ we pray for the manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit

******************************************************************************************************

Why Alliance Peacemaking?

[image: image13.jpg]


The gospel of Jesus Christ gives us genuine hope in every difficult circumstance. Our role is to help you and your church grow in your understanding of God’s peace and to respond to conflict with grace and obedience. We want to help you foster a culture that reflects unity in Christ.

The Bible is filled with principles that are applicable to every kind of conflict. These truths provide a powerful and effective way for your church to bring a Christ-centered response to any type of dispute, including those among leaders, family members, businesses, and congregational members.

Reaching Up, Reaching In, Reaching Out. (from BCCC vistor brochure)
This is not just a statement, it is also our process. 

Purpose: Reaching Up, Reaching In, Reaching Out

Process: Worship4Small Groups4Serving on a Ministry Team 

Notice that by our process we are committed to measuring growth horizontally (spiritual maturity of individuals) and not vertically (merely by numbers of people).Quality vs. Quantity

CONNECTING PAGE?

Our community's entry point is reaching up (primarily found in worship), the next step, requiring a greater level of commitment, is reaching in (through the primary venue of small groups), and the next step in our process, also requiring a greater level of commitment, is reaching out (where people begin serving on a ministry team as an integral part of our community
What Is Our Purpose?

The Vision of Fellowship Church
Our vision for Fellowship Church is simple. We exist to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out. These three are the biblical mandates of the local church.

REACH UP  ..  
Scriptures: Look up to the Lord. Seek Him. Lift up your heads.
We work hard to provide an exciting and God-honoring environment for worship. When we worship God, we express our love and devotion to Him. What an honor it is to humbly come before the Creator of the Universe. All of us are wired for worship, and the only way we can express true love to God and worship Him is through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

REACH IN  ..  Encouraging, Equipping

Build each other up in the Lord.  Grow and strengthen our spirit for service. 
We also exist to help you, as a Christ-follower, grow in your spiritual maturity and become a full-court follower of Christ. Because the Christian life is one of constant growth and development, we are focused on providing biblical principles that can be applied to every day life. We want to help you move from a spectator in the stands to the game of active service.

REACH OUT  ..  Intercede, Invest, Invite
Evangelism. Community Service. Missions.
Another key purpose of Fellowship is to reach out to people who are outside the family of God. Every day, we rub shoulders with people who are just an invite away from a life-changing encounter with Christ. Invite your friends, family, neighbors and co-workers to attend Fellowship so they will hear and understand what it means to be a follower of Christ.

Philippians 3:13-14 Amplified Bible (AMP)
13 [a]Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my own yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the [heavenly] prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Reaching UP, IN, OUT
And, who we are, what we believe, and why we exist

All describe and define who BCCC is

Merge, fuse, integrate, amalgamation
Ninth & O Church (Pressing In and Reaching Out)
Any organization, local church or otherwise, who seeks to grow and advance in their mission, does well to clarify an envisioned future.  In doing so, we are honest about where things are currently and recognize how things ought to be.  While we hold to an unchangeable purpose and unchanging values, the pursuit of a defined vision works to deepen our commitment and faithfulness to those ideals which are most important to us.
Jesus’ love for us calls and compels us to deepen our faithfulness to His church.  We want to see these things, and many more like them, begin to happen with such frequency that they seem common place at Ninth & O.  How amazing would it be to see the number of guests double or even triple?  How wonderful would it be to come to church each week knowing that there will be a baptism because God is saving the lost through the effective witness of faithful members of our church?  How marvelous would it be to know that our children are seeing a pattern of faithful attendance, service, and giving not only by their parents, but by all who are members of our church–a pattern by which they can set the trajectory of their own lives.

Our desire is to grow together in intentional community and witness.  We’re calling this vision Pressing In and Reaching Out.  We are articulating a fresh clarification of our purpose, values, and vision as a church.  We have adopted a new church logo that embodies these values.  We have launched this redesigned website that will be of value for our members and non-members alike.  But all of these things are simply an aid to us as a church to keep our focus on the primary responsibilities we have.  These are not new things.  Indeed, all Christians are called to be faithful members of the covenant community we call the church.  And all Christians are called to be faithful witnesses to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Our desire is that we as a church would develop habits of commitment to both of these priorities, and in doing so, to see Ninth & O grow in faithfulness and fruitfulness for the glory of the Father.

It has been said that if we want something we’ve never had, then we must do something we’ve never done.  Perhaps this year will mark a turning point for us as a church.  But more specifically, our prayer is that this year would mark a turning point for each individual member of the church.  We pray that God would use us individually and corporately in Louisville through our faithfulness to His mission.

So let’s Press In and Reach Out together, empowered by the Holy Spirit, preaching the hope of Jesus to the praise of our Father’s glory and grace.

Pressing In
Pressing In represents an effort toward deepening our commitment and intentionality as members of the church.  This is represented in three primary areas:

1. Presence
The first component of Pressing In is our ministry of presence.  To be intentional as a community requires that we all make extra effort to be together.  Certainly this includes our times of corporate worship, as the author of Hebrews reminds us, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:23-25).  It also comes as we invest ourselves in one another in community by sharing a cup of coffee with a new friend from church, having another family from your BFG over for dinner, meeting with a brother from church for spiritual accountability, or meeting a church member from another generation for lunch.  We want to press in to our faith family by being present with one another.

2. Service
The second component of Pressing In is service.  Paul writes, “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…” (Romans 12:4-6a).  We use our gifts for the benefit of one another when we serve on the nursery rotation, arrange chairs for our BFG, help a single mom move to a new apartment, or run sound in the worship service.  We want to press in by serving one another with the unique gifts God has given each of us individually.

3. Giving
The third component of Pressing In is giving.  Jesus Himself promised, “…give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you” (Luke 6:38).  We want to press in through the sacrificial financial gifts given as our tithes and offerings, the Great Commission Offering (GCO), and other opportunities–all to advance the kingdom, knowing that “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

Reaching Out
Reaching Out represents an effort toward deepening our commitment and intentionality as witnesses of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This is represented in three primary areas:

1. Intercede
The first component of Reaching Out is intercession–prayer for specific lost individuals to whom we desire to witness.   The Apostle Paul requested these prayers for His ministry as an example to us.  He writes in Colossians 4:2-4, “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison—that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.”  We must pray with faith and expectancy that God will open to us a door for the word.  As we do so, we will find multiplied opportunities to share the hope of Jesus Christ.

2. Invest
The second component of Reaching Out is to invest.  Hebrews 13:2 reminds us, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers…”  A faithful witness involves investing in relationships with unbelievers.  It has been said that the process of evangelism is really quite simple:  Make a friend, be a friend, and bring your friend to Jesus.  We invest in unbelievers and earn their trust by having them into our home to watch the game, offering to care for their dog when they go out of town, helping to shovel snow in their driveway, or wishing them a happy birthday.  In these simply ways of investing, we demonstrate the love of Jesus and open up opportunities for invitation.

3. Invite
The third component of Reaching Out is invitation.  Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:20, “…we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  Sometimes the invitation to our friend is to an upcoming church service or event.  Sometimes the invitation comes at the end of a gospel presentation.  We desire to deepen our faithfulness as a church by Reaching Out in our invitations to church and to belief in Jesus.

Who We Are (Bethel Christian Reformed Church)

	
Mission:

• “Connecting to Christ, His people, and His mission”

Vision:

• A biblically vibrant community of the cross praying and working for the renewal of all things in Christ Jesus

Core Values:

• Reach Up (connecting with God)

o Gospel proclamation – preaching and teaching the Bible
o Transformative worship – encountering and glorifying the Living God
o Authentic spirituality – growing in faith

• Reach In (connecting with each other)

o Fellowship – relating to and enjoying one another
o Discipleship and faith formation – modeling and teaching Christians the precepts of the Bible
o Servant Leadership – developing and equipping Christ-like servants

• Reach Out (Connecting with our community/neighbors)

o Community – caring about and addressing the needs of others
o Missions – spreading the gospel of Christ around the community, nation, and globe
o Stewardship – wise and generous in the use of our time, talents, and treasure


BLOG:  A Changed Life

John 14 "Reaching Up, Reaching In, Reaching Out"

Happy 4th of July! This past weekend we joined two other churches in a retreat with the theme "Reaching Up, Reaching In, Reaching Out". God has revealed so much to me over this weekend and has given me such comfort and encouragement to serve Him.
Reaching Up
Lifting my hand to God and admitting that I need Him. Let God take control of my life. However, it is because God reach down to us first that we can "reach up" to Him in the first place. Because of Jesus Christ, because of His grace, which we do not deserve because of our sinful nature, we may once again come back to Him.
Reaching In
"We all need to grow and we need to help each other grow" (Pastor Paul Tracy). "Reaching in" is about personal spiritual growth that comes with dependence on God and encouragement from fellow brothers and sisters in a church community. We learn to love each other in the church and create unity when we focus on serving God. This will start to cause a change in all of our lives... for the better.
Reaching Out
Sharing how good God has been in our lives to people around us. Jesus said that we must do this as Christians and we will do it bigger than He did. We do not need to be afraid to invite people to know Christ because He will be with us when we do and all we have to do is ask.
In John 14 Jesus says, "If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you...Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." Whether it's reaching up, in, or out, God will always be there. It's really a vicious cycle that all Christians must learn to go through. A Christian that's not growing is like a seed that does not sprout or produce fruit - basically useless. God doesn't want us to be useless; He wants us to serve in His kingdom but He doesn't expect us to do it alone. What god can provide such peace and security like Jesus Christ can?
Dear God, I pray that you guide all of the ministries at church and you guide all of the members. Help us all to grow, help us to be like the seed that fell into good soil that bears good fruit and multiplies. Lord, help us to remain in you as you remain in us. Let us learn to reach up to you with all of our troubles, worries, and sins. Help us to reach in to our church and build each other up. Help us to encourage and love one another. Lastly Lord I pray you teach us how to reach out to those that we care most about and not be afraid. Help us to see where you need us to serve and speak for us when we are speechless. Help us to love you more and more each day. Thank you for your grace and mercy altho we are so unworthy. Amen.
REACHING UP TO GOD

Admit You Can’t Do Everything On Your Own 

A relationship with God is the best relationship you can have. One of the first steps to reaching the heart of God and gaining a closer relationship with Him is admitting that you need Him in your life. The reality is that we can’t do everything on our own, so admitting this will not only show a sense of humility in your life, but will also show God that you have faith in His strength and His promises. The closer you walk with God, the less room there is for anything to come between you.

Submit to God

As Christians, we want to prevail in spiritual battle. The Bible tells us, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). We want power in our prayers and we want to see results. We have dreams and desires we want to see fulfilled. However, at times our prayers may feel like they’re bouncing off the ceiling or going unanswered. It’s important to remember in these moments that God sometimes delays the breakthrough so He can prepare us to steward the gift or opportunity He’s about to entrust to us. Sometimes, He makes us wait because He’s making us ready. But other times, we’re our own hindrance for our unanswered prayers. Our choices are often the biggest roadblocks. Prayer is ultimately about becoming who you are meant to be in Christ. When we submit to God, we not only hear what God is saying to us, but we also discover who God wants us to be.

Live In the Reality of God’s Love

Are you rooted and established in love? You may not always feel like or believe that you are but because you are in Christ, you are established in Him. The goal is to walk in, talk in, and live in the reality of God’s love, a love that grounds us and establishes us regardless of the storms we face. The Bible tells us, “God is love and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them” (John 4:16). God is not in the least bit surprised or taken off guard by the storms you are facing today; His love is bigger than anything you’re going through. To be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God, and to be filled with the all-surpassing love of Christ is to be transformed from the inside out. It’s to dare to come boldly into God’s great presence and ask Him for the impossible, unachievable and inconceivable.

Make The Bible the Center of Your Prayer Life

Do you want to see impact, life transformation and blessing that you never thought possible? Do you want to receive God-sized, Kingdom-level answers to your prayers? There’s no better place to turn than the pages of God’s incredible, inspired and anointed prayer book. The Bible tells us, “Every word of God is pure He is a shield unto them that put their trust in Him” (Proverbs 30:5). Commit right now to make your Bible the center of your life. Make the declaration that no matter what you’re facing right now, you can turn to Scripture and discover that God is writing a bigger story with your life, and your circumstances will not have the last say.

Refuse to Leave God Alone

Give God the desire of His heart. He wants to be with you and spend time with you. Be so committed that the habit of communicating with God takes a permanent hold on your life. Talk to the Lord about your desire to be with Him. By verbalizing your commitment, you remind yourself to have a fruitful walk with God. Find devoted time to be in fellowship with Him. Miraculous things will begin to happen when we refuse to leave God alone. If you commit yourself to prayer, you will see the abundant life that comes from a powerful prayer life.

Base Your Faith in God’s Sovereignty 

The Bible promises that “He who began a good work in You will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). Because of this, we have to base our faith on God’s sovereignty – what He has done and is doing in our lives rather than on our feelings. Scripture also says, “If we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown himself” (2 Timothy 2:13). Even if your faith is fading, God remains faithful toward you. His commitment to you never changes. This also doesn’t mean that we should completely ignore our feelings. Sometimes our feelings are a pretty good indication of where we are spiritually.

God invites us to an intimate and profound dialogue with Him. When we communicate with Him, we can begin to experience movement in our lives and know His overwhelming joy, power and peace. Put these tips into practice and begin to be experience God’s presence as He strengthens your faith, encourages your heart and shifts your perspective.

Reach

Contributed by David Marks on Feb 10, 2008 (message contributor)
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Summary: Sermon is to encourage people to reach always in their lives for two things. Reach Up to God and Reach Out to people.

Reach!—meaning “to stretch.” It implies an inconvenience. It involves movement. You can’t lean back, relax, get comfortable—and then reach, without giving up some of the comfort (at least for a moment). Reaching involves a little extra effort to get to something you want. How much extra energy you are willing to spend depends on how badly you want what you’re reaching for. The more it means to you, the farther you are willing to stretch (even if it hurts).

REACH UP TO GOD.

1. A toddler trying to walk often reaches up for help.

A. For Stability.

B. For Security.

2. We should reach up to God like a toddler trying to walk.

A. Should not be like those trying to build Tower of Babel (Gen. 11) – Reaching God so they will be noticed.

B. Should do it to Honor and praise God.

C. Should do it cause we love him.

3. How do we reach up to God?

A. Through Prayer

B. By Studying the Bible.

C. Supporting fellow believers.

D. Reaching out to others.

4. What do we receive by reaching up to God?

A. Stability.

B. Security.

REACH OUT TO OTHERS

A young woman was in a bookstore and saw a book entitled, “How to reach men, to hold men, to win men. It Has Been Done.” Excitedly she picked up the book, paid for it, and hurried home to read it. At home she looked at the title again. “How to reach men, to hold men, to win, men. It Has Been Done: A Manuel For How To Build A Men’s Bible Study.”

Sometimes we are so eager to find out or reach out to others we fail to see the big picture in doing either one.

1. When reaching out to others we need to remember.

A. Jesus died for everyone! No is to be excluded, by race, gender, background, or college basketball team they root for.

B. Everyone needs Jesus!

C. Jesus saves the people we don’t, we simply tell people about Jesus.

2. How do we reach out to people?

A. Meet them where they are. (See Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch – Acts 8:26)

You never know till you try to reach them how accessible men are; but you must approach each man by the right door. --Henry Ward Beecher (1813–1887)

B. We do it for Christ not ourselves.

C. We do it in love.

D. We do it by example.

It’s not convenient to “reach” up to God to find the hand He lovingly extends to us; or to reach out to other people who so desperately need to know someone cares. It’s not even easy to reach within ourselves to find our true feelings and values. But there is no more important way for us to spend our energy than to reach for a life that is pure, clean, and faithful to God. It may seem like a lot of trouble—but it’s worth it!

Study Tools Hide  

BibleCommentaryWord Study
Prayer is “the first work” – it comes before, during and after all things. By prayer Christians learn the heart of God, discern their own hearts and connect to the world in which Jesus is always working. The Evangelical Church of Bangkok (ECB) provides resources to help you “lean in” to the Holy Spirit and join Him in His work.
